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EVENING D@EPATCH.
- ‘MR. GANDHI LEAVES BIRMINGHAM.

" R 2 /renin Du 2ch Photo) p}L

- Mr. Gandhi, the Indian Nationalist leader, at New-street Station, -Birnﬁngﬁamwto-jay, pi)efore F5115

. departure for London after his week-end at the Woodbrooke Settlement, Selly Oak. With him
are Professor H. G. Alexander (from the Settlement), Miss Slade, and a friend.




Privacy 'Ensﬁl‘fed by
' Policeﬁqard.

Hatless and wearing his
familiar white robe, M.
Gandhi arrived in Birming-

- ham on Saturday evening

| for a week-end’s rest at the

| Woodbrooke  Settlement,
-Selly Oak.- ‘

'Travelling by .road from’
‘Nottingham, he . yeached -

Selly :Oak shortly after six

o'clock, “~and :throughout

. Saturday night the settle-

ment was under a strong

‘guard of uniformed con-

stables and detectives. No

" one was allowed to approach

Yesterday WMr. Gandhi
_.at the settlement.

JMAGINE a room capable of

holding 400 people, and
packed, even to the window
ledges, with something like
600 ‘persons of both sexes—a
polyglot, polychromatic
gathering representative of
the five Continents.

Imagine that room, a babble of
sound.. Then imagine it, on the
instant, suddenly hushed—so

silent that.men and women could

hear the beating of their hearts.

The Mahatma—Gandhi—had appeared
at the door. White-robed, bare of feet
and legs, he entered, smiling.

ENGLISH WOMAN DISCIPLE,

He was followed by his English
disciple, Miss Slade, who, with her
dark hair, her expressive eyes, and her
sun-browned “skin, looked completely
Oriental in her white sari,

Mr. Gandhi seated himself, cross-
legged, on a wide divan, and then, in
a low, attractive voice, and with almost
perfect dictlon, he 1 this gathering
at Woodbrooke Settlenient why he was
glad to be there for a restful week-end.

.One cathered that it was a pilgrimagas
oe Senlitvde af A time wren , LK
appegred, mosi of the liaders among
the clvil resisters in Judia wers in
prison, and & censorship was strangling’
truth; 8 mission had gone out ‘from
i Woo&brooke. Settlement to find out the
i truth about the situatjon,

!

|

! LEADER PRESENT.

| of that mission Professor H. G.

i Alexander, who presided at yesterday's -

gathering, was the leader, :

{ Reterring to the Round Table Confer-
jence the Mahatma-emphasised the fact
| that if-the Conference was {o bear fruit
it could only do so if the pressure of
outside intelligent opinion were hrought
to bear on the proceedings,

Good might, of course, result from the
Conference. But if they asked him his
personal opinfon he would have to
canfess, after having attended every
sitting of the Conference, that he con-
sidered the {ask a very difficult one.

EXERTION NECESSARY,

It might be almost impossible to da
anything at the Conference unless
averyone who wished both Great
Britain and India well, exerted himsalf
to the uttermost,

The Mahatma then invited the gather-
ing ta ask him questions,

He agreed that India a peared to be
eplit by faction. That, gowever. was
hecause each section was tirying to
bargain with the British rule, which
acted as g wedge between the different
sections, Withdraw that wedge and
ithe Indians would immediately close
ltpeu‘ ranks, he thought.

COULD FIGHT IT OUT.

J1, on the other hand, Judians began
fighting among each -other—well, they
wers fighting now, and, left to them-
selves, they could at least fight their
differences out. '

India to-day was the poarest natlop
‘in the world. The average Income af
the Indlan was two annas (About tweo.

penae) per day. :
‘Apd it was so poor a country which

was bearing the extraordinary burden -

expenditure.

“The Indian princes, of course, wera
sometimes grossly extragvagant. He
wauld dispossess them of {heir insolent
vaniiies,

of Writish military and Civil Servica,

A VICEROY'S WHM.

And, if he could, he would abalish {oa
tha state of things which epabled g
Viceroy, at mere whim, i transfer 8
capital - (as had been donre at New
Delhi) in order that government might
becarried on under conditions similap
tu those in this country—in- arder that
frum g place 7,000 feet abaye sea level
the British might rule a paople wha
sweated and thirsted en’ fhe forrid
. The Bishop of Birmingham (Dr, E.
W, Barnes) ang the Lordgma(‘?or( of tt};e
city (Alderman W, W, Saunders) wera
among those present af the ineeting.

B C——



GANDHT'S' WEEK-END IN
'BIRMINGHAM..

ADDRESS AT THE WOODBROOKE
SETTLEMENT.

“NOTHING LESS THAN REAL
INDEPENDENCE: OF. INDIA.”

A week-end visit to Birmingham by Gandhi
aroused considerable interest among the students
of Woodbrooke Settlement, Selly Oak, where he
etayed, and yesterday -afternoon he addressed
an informal gathering in the common yoom of
the college, ‘where he gave his views on the
problems of India. Among those present were
the Lord Mayor (Alderman W. W. Baunders),
4he Lady Mayoress, the Blshop of Birmingham,
“Mprs. George Cadbury, and Major L. Beaumont-

Thomas and Mr. A. P. Marshall (two of the

Parliamentary candidates in the King’s Ncrtmz

Division).

. For two ‘hours-Gandhi, :barefooted and wear-
“imng his‘white blanket, sat and spoke quietly and
with carefnl_ly-c'hose!i words of the problems of

his country. His opening address was brief, and |
most of hxs tu.ne was spent in answenng ques-
tions.

Mainly his' tone was one of deep sincerity,
but now. and again be -would interpolate a
humorous Temark. - Miss Slade, his English
disciple, sat at his feet -on the dais.

A Pilgrimage of Gratitude,
- At the beginning  of “his speech Gandhi
referred with feeling t0-his friendship with Mr. |
_Horace G. Alexander, a lecturer on the Wood-
_brooke Settlement staff, who acted as chairman,
" "¢ I'have:been looking forward to this meeting
ever since I have been in England,” he said.
4¢ Whereas to other. places I ‘have pone on
pressing business and to deliver my message,
I have .come here as®a mattér of pilgrimage;
and -that is because this settlement it was which
spared and sent Mr. ‘Alexander to ‘India at a
time when we were in meed of some friend
who would come from England to study the
true eitnation ‘and mform ‘the people here of
what it was.”

* Perltiavs thev wmﬂd ‘niot he abls 'tharonghlv
to realise the significance of the mission whicn

they sent to Jndia. Tt was at'a time when-the
news on behalf af cjvil resisters cauld wot he
transmitted, Everything they wanted te send
was censored and the principal men were almast
all in jail. It was at that difficult time that
the Friends came to the conclusion’ that a
mission should be sent “to Tadia of the
character he had described. Ha had no doyht
the majority of them kunew wbat the Indian
National Congress claimed, and they knew also
the mesns they had adopted for the first mme

¢ y of ,the, wqxld,
natxoxffl ‘froadom. - iy ﬁg&

. L1F the work- that was ‘Bow: beis é
I+ Motndliiblé  Confarense was i fruit, it
would dp so only if the pressure “of “autside
public oplmon—mtelhgent, public “opinion—was
brought to bear upon ite proceedings, He had
more than opce remarked that his own work
lay more outside than ijuside the Conference,
and he had pat hesitated more than once to
throw out the hint that there ‘was no work
being done at the Conterence, “and that it
was simply marking time, a great waate of the
time and ‘energles of thosa who had came from
India and those who were vepresenting British
interests thepre,” Unless they knew the true
nature of the struggle, they would not be able
to put pressure upon thosa who were conducting
tha nroceedings of the Round-Tahle Conference.

will be satisfied with less.” .-

The grea} responsibility rested om the
shoulders of thase ; sitio
to affect 3r ta 1
knew enough of t
to realise they we

public prﬂAJﬂ» and he
iposition of tuat mest r;
all earnest beeacr\ and
eager to do what ¥ right in counection with |
any cause that req: | the assistance of human |
beings. If they would approach the question
{rom that :tamll oint, it was just likely, but

¥, that the deliberatiaus of thu
Round Table Conference might’ gesult in
something useful, :

‘“No Compromise."

If they were to ask him for his awn persunal
opinion he must confess to them that, having
closely observed the proeeedmgs and having
attended every one of the sitpings, he felt that
the task was very difficult and that it might
be almost impossible to do anything by con-
ference unless everyone who - was cancerned
with the Indian cause and wished well both to
Great Britain and India exezted ]umself to the
utmost.

In answers ta questions, Mr. Gandhi said the
function that (Ereat Britain to-day was per-
forming was that of exploxtmg India, India
was going down econamically, and if anyone |
had any doubt about it he had only to go thare
and study the sityation,

Replying to a questioner wha quoted from a
newspaper attack in which it” was stated that
he was the greatest hindrance to securing unity,
Gandhi said: ] am the greatest hindrance
because I will not be guilty of attempting any
compromise. | am pledged under mandate
and under my own conscience to tuke nothing

lace than ﬂfm rpnl indepe grnce af I dla l
‘have . ?nn -ance in e past

to those who want to give less and those who

BSpeaking of our Parliament, Mr. Gandhx
said that no one would senouslv suggest that
the House of Commons contained the flower of
the nation. It was made up of business men,
‘ambitious men, humbugs, hypocrites and some
wvery good men as well, -

- He spoke feelingly of the poverty of vast
mnumbers of the Indian people and of the
fabulous riches of the Indian princes, and added:
¢ If Christian England realised this tragedy and
the continued wrong which is being perpetrated
in India, you would rise as one man and ome
woman and end this mischief to-day.”

At the close of the meeting the assembly sat
for a few moments in silent prayer.

Gandhi, who arrived at Selly Oak on Satur-
day, is due to depart by road to-day.

THE FIGHT ¥OR  FREEDOM.
GANDHI’S “TALK TO STUDENTS AT
N OTTINGHAM.

Addressing Nottingham University College
students on Saturday, Gandhi said the Indian
Congress demanded complete independence in
the fullest sense of that term. India sought for
Lpower to conirel the defenve foroes, externa!
affairs and finance.

¢TI have used the term demand. As a matter
of fact, no nation has ever secured independence
by demanding it. - Independence has to be
earned by sacrifice and self suffering. 8o far as
history teaches, mations have come to freedom
through rivers of biood. They have beaten
back the intruder, oppressor or exploiter, but
in the process they have suffered a big share
of the beating. :

¢We are fighting by truthful and mnon-
violent “means for freedom, the birthright of
every fation. I am tired of people. inflicting
violeroe or others. JFustioe does not come that
way. Civil. disobedience has limitations, for
millions cannot indulge in ijt. . Qur constructive
activities consist. of removing the curses of
aleohol, drugs and untouchability. Don't think
we are all at sixes and sevens because we havel

not yet arrived at agreement.” }
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